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The real problems for the partners in a mixed marriage begin when God gives them children. We
didn’t have any children of our own, but we began talking of adopting one or two little ones. It was here
we came upon a high and thick legal wall.

We learned that no agency that was approved by the state would give a child into the hands of a
couple in a mixed marriage. Therefore, we had to look elsewhere beyond our state. After much effort
and long searches, we succeeded in finding a little seven year old boy.

Again my wife became indignant, complaining - “I feel like a disrespectful person who is trying
to buy something on the Black Market. That means, through trickery and illegally. As far as bringing up a
child, the Protestant wife, before the marriage, promises that she will see to it that the child will be
brought up as a Catholic. But what does such a promise include? What does it even mean? “Just ask
yourself,” my wife said to my friend’s pretty fiancée. “How are you going to teach the catechism to your
children? How can you expect them to believe that which you do not believe? You will begin to hate
everything . You will begin to feel resentment. You will begin to feel cheated. And it ends up in one and
only in one way. You begin to blame your husband for everything.

Then sulking, angers and arguments begin. Married life becomes unbearable and harsh. And
don’t forget, that if you want to keep your wedding promise, your children will attend the parochial
school where their Catholic upbringing is in the hands of nuns. These nuns cannot soften their teaching
to adapt it to children who have one parent who is non-Catholic. The parish school is for children of
parents who sincerely believe in everything that the Catholic Church teaches.

Therefore, sooner or later, your child will come home all worked up and weeping bitterly that
his mother is a Protestant. That mother, the one closest to a child’s heart, from that day on, in the eyes
of the child, becomes a sort of stranger. And the ties or bonds of love between a child and the mother
are loosened and finally they become completely untied. Thus, from day to day difficulties and
misunderstandings grow until there is such a wide abyss of whirlpools between the Catholic partner and
the Protestant partner, that it is almost impossible for a mixed marriage to continue successfully and for
such a married couple to find happiness and feel satisfied.”

We said all of this in all sincerity to that engaged couple. We also repeat all of this, almost word
for word, to those who seek our advice in this matter. And we add this: “Yes, we feel normally happy
and we hope that we will continue to feel this way for many long years; but, if we were to marry again,
every one of us would seek to find a partner of the same faith as our own.”

What does the Catholic Church understand by mixed marriage? The term mixed marriage refers
to the fact that one side belongs to the Catholic Church and the other side belongs to a different
religion. No other difference concerning character, nationality, position, or education enters into this
play. The reason is clear.

Since marriage has as its main purpose the mutual help of the married couple in achieving
eternal happiness and in raising their children. Therefore, it is very clear that they should choose a
partner with whom they will not only become one in the flesh, but also one in the soul or spiritually.
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Therefore, for such unity, there is an unconditional need of unity in their views of the final
purpose of man and the roads that lead to it or in other words, a unity of their religious convictions; If
this unity is missing, then sooner than later there will be confusion amongst them, misunderstanding
and a lack of harmony.

How does the Catholic Church judge such marriages? In order to avoid a greater evil, the Church
sometimes allows them under certain circumstances, but always considers them as something evil and
detrimental. Pope Pius VIl wrote to the German Bishops: “If the Popes had sometimes given permission
and made exceptions to the decisions of the Church that forbade such unions, they always did this for
very serious reasons, and very unwillingly.”

Pope Urban VIl wrote: “We know that marriages of Catholics with those of other faiths must be
necessarily avoided for the Church always condemns them and forbids them.”

Pope Leo VIII said: “It is very clear how this type of marriage must be avoided.”

The Church laws concerning marriage have the purpose of assuring the married couple of a
harmonious married life. Harmony and unity in married life demands, severely demands, as | had
already mentioned, a unity of views of the most important questions referring to man’s origin, his
destination and his vocation here on earth.

Therefore, there is nothing odd about the fact that the Church tries as much as it can to assure
this unity. A husband and wife should help each other and not hinder each other. Meanwhile, in a mixed
marriage, one side goes to the right and the other side goes to the left or as someone cleverly put it one
heads for the woods and the other for SASA.

And what is the fate of children in a mixed marriage? These children will follow one parent or
the other; therefore, there will be a split in the family; it will be divided into two camps. Externally, it will
be one family, but internally, they will be two families. It is this kind of a split that the Church is trying to
prevent. Is there anything wrong in this?

The goal and purpose of marriage is not only mutual help, care, defenses and joy in this life, not
only the lawful satisfaction of natural instincts of human nature but, above all the common service of
God based on the mutual help of one another in fulfilling the duties placed on them by God and the
bringing up of their children as people who are believers and the future residents of heaven.

This clearly shows the need for a married couple to profess the same true religion, for it is only
that which can be that bond that unites their hearts, not only for a month or a few years, but up to the
grave. It is that faith and only that faith which can inspire them with love, understanding, patience,
dedication and the kind of self-denial demanded by a common and indissoluble life.

The prohibition of contracting mixed marriages is in imitation of the command of God in the Old
Testament. Furthermore, he who has some experience and is looking at life with healthy eyes, sees that
in very few exceptions, mixed marriages do not bring the Lord God any glory, not any increase to the
Church, nor has it ever brought any joy to the Catholic side.
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But, | am reaching into the Book of Genesis and | read that when mankind split into two
sections, the descendants of Cain, the killer of his brother, were called the sons of men, the others the
descendants of the virtuous Seth, were pious and virtuous and therefore in Scripture they are called the
sons of God. That difference lasted until they began to have mixed marriages. “The sons of God, seeing
that the daughters of men were beautiful took them as their wives.”

Seemingly, it seemed that their chances were even, that the sons of God, the virtuous ones, will
have the advantage over their wives and that by exerting their influence over them, they will induce
their wives to practice piety and other virtues.

But, it didn’t happen that way. The progeny of theses marriages brought forth the most godless
and most corrupt people so that every person corrupted his path on earth and “the Lord God was sorry
that He had created man.”

Then, God strictly forbid them from contracting marriages with the inhabitants of that country
to which He was going to lead His people — “You will not join with them in marriage. You will not give
your daughters to their sons, nor will your sons take their daughters for instead of following Me, they
will rather serve false gods.” And what happened?

As many times as they forgot God’s prohibition and contracted mixed marriages with
neighboring countries, that’s how many times that they themselves fell into idolatry. Mixed marriages
did not become less detrimental during the times of the New Testament.

Here we have St. Paul fervently reminding the faithful not to enter into any bonds with the
unfaithful — “for what kind of participation can the faithful have with the unfaithful?”

St. Augustine wrote: “With the Saints, you will become a Saint, with the false-hearted, you will
become false-hearted. And if this is true in other circumstances, how much more so is it in marriage
where there should be only one body and one soul. And how can love survive where faith opposes it?

Therefore, be on guard so that you do not take a woman who does not agree with your faith. In
marriage, one must look about for religion, above everything else.”

Who does not see and who does not understand how difficult it is for the Catholic partner to
properly fulfill his religious obligations. Whether he wants to say his morning or evening prayers, or
whether he wants to keep a fast which is not only funny, but absolutely an abomination in the eyes of
non-Catholics, or maybe he wants to go to church for Mass on a holy day, or receive the Blessed
Sacrament, he will always notice some sort of scoffing taunts and mean grumbling and he encounters
minor or greater problems.

Since a Catholic man or woman, and | say this sincerely and without any reservations, who are
entering into a mixed marriage, normally, already long before the wedding, are cold and negligent in the
matters of religion and after the wedding, they say “for the sake of peace” they begin to break fasts and
next for the slightest reason, they abandon attendance of Mass on Sundays, they receive the
Sacraments less and less frequently, more and more often they omit their morning and evening prayers,
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until finally, for the sake of that holy peace, they drop all of their religious practices and fall away from
the faith.

How many times, the Catholic partner, ignoring my explanations and warnings, have said to me:
“Father, I'm going to convert him/her.” And what happens? The exact opposite. It was not the Catholic
who converted the non-Catholic, but it was the non-Catholic who converted the Catholic.

One need not be puzzled by this. A healthy apple will not remove the worm from a worm-eaten
apple; nor will a healthy apple improve a rotten apple. But, the opposite is true. The beginning of a
mixed marriage normally gives one recklessness, a worldly disposition and religious indifference.

The Archangel Gabriel said to Tobias — “Listen to me, my son, and | will show you over whom the
devil holds power. For those who enter into marriage in such a way that they are throwing God out of
their lives, these have no sense and it is over these that the devil has power.”
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April 17, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

The problem of mixed marriages from year to year is becoming a problem that is more and
more serious. Like marriage itself, this is not a problem referring only and exclusively to the sides
directly involved and therefore the individuals who have already contracted such a marriage or intend to
do so.

Like marriage itself, it is also a problem of society. The difficulties and dangers that arise from
this can be diminished or removed if we pay greater attention to this matter. These modern times,
modern outlook and the modern youth create three factors that are like an underground conspiracy
against the kind of marriage that the Creator wants it to be.

A mixed marriage can be considered from the point of view of the business of society or of the
national community or of the Catholic community, or from the point of the laws on which the very
institution of marriage depends and exists. For the interest, or rather the good side of those who are
directly interested that means both marriage partners and their children.

The theme of mixed marriages is rather too wide and serious in order to cover the entire area,
to enlighten and explain it all in one talk. Nevertheless, calling attention to some of its points can have
certain practical meanings that are far reaching and very fruitful.

It is necessary to differentiate between two types of mixed marriages: mixed nationalities and
mixed religions. With the first as well as with the second, there is the weighty problem of raising
children. A marriage of mixed nationalities among our young people is already on a daily basis. They are
modern.

Our young people do not want to understand that lingual and cultural differences make the
mutual understanding of two people who are to spend their entire life with each other more difficult,
burdened with so many difficult duties and in addition to raising children in a certain basic harmonious
system. They forget that certain characteristics, inborn national traits cannot be drowned, even in the
American melting -pot. What are the results? Read the chronicles of court cases and you will be
convinced.

And what can one say when basic differences in religion appear, which by the nature of things
create even more serious difficulties? To this question they answer that the non-Catholic party must sign
certain promises before the wedding which guarantees certain rights to the Catholic partner. That is
true, but do they keep these promises? For the most part, in their eyes, this is only a forced piece of
paper which they can tear up and toss into the waste basket at any moment. In reality that often
happens.

From this point to today’s talk entitled:
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THE HARD RULE

A few months ago, in one of the Catholic monthly periodicals, | read an unusually sincere
confession of a young Catholic man, who chose for himself a girl of another faith and despite the
difficulties brought up by the parents, despite the heartfelt warnings of his father and the tearful pleas
of the mother who cared only for the happiness of their son, he married his chosen one. He entered into
a so-called Mixed Marriage.

Now, after 18 years of living in such a marriage, they both agree that despite the fact that they
are somewhat happy, they both would have been so much happier if they would have married partners
of the same religion — he with a Catholic girl and she with a Protestant man.

This is what he writes, speaking bluntly: “Not too long ago, one of my friends of many years, a
Catholic, paid a visit to me and my wife in order to introduce to us his engaged, non-Catholic fiancée.
She was an educated, loving, elegant person. She seemed to have been very well brought up.

He was under the impression that we were the ideal couple to advise them in the matter of a
mixed marriage. After a few short, meaningless remarks, in a sad and sorrowful voice, he told me of the
real purpose of that visit. ‘Everyone, unanimously and stubbornly are opposing our marriage. That is
why we came to you for advice.’

I looked at my wife and she looked at me. We both laughed, but so drily and so meaningful.
Then, without further thought, | gave this young couple an answer, one that they never expected and
one that shook them to their depths.

They showed surprise and a certain dissatisfaction. They were silent. And | continued on with
great peace. “Don’t do that. True, we have been married for 18 years. Even though my wife is Protestant
and | am a Catholic, | think that we have been rather happy.

But, there is one thing of which we are aware of today. If we were to repeat our marriage, if we
were in your place, both of us would have married someone else.”

They couldn’t be convinced. They were as we were 18 years ago. When a person is young and in
love, the difference in beliefs seems to be of little weight, actually, an indifferent matter. Older people,
experienced in life, especially parents, explain that the difference in beliefs have caused the break-up of
thousands of families and with that numerous other misfortunes, suicides, murders and such but, young
people do not want to listen and they don’t believe this. To all of these objections, they have one
pattered response: ‘But our marriage will be different, it will be very different from those.”

In reality, however, it is not because it cannot be. Even though my wife and | cannot imagine
how we could now separate, we only know with what long and difficult effort we had to exert in our
married life and it will most probably continue thus.

At the same time, we now know that it would have been much easier and much freer from
worry, if we had both been of the same faith.
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Here, there are some people who will think and say, that | don’t know what I'm talking about.
There really are such couples who have each a different religion, yet, despite that they live in harmony
and peace.

| believe that there are such husbands and such wives, but in the majority, that harmony, peace
and cooperation is the result of compromise and the concession to a partner concerning his or her
religious obligations. One or the other sacrifices the basics of his/her beliefs. These are not the ones |
have now in mind.; | am speaking of married couples who sincerely love each other, but who, at the
same time have deeply rooted religious convictions which do not allow for concessions or compromise.
Between such couples there must be friction, misunderstandings and arguments. That is as certain as an
Amen in prayer. Marriage, every marriage, is some sort of a risk.

One marriage in every four ends in the divorce court. If we add here the troubles that flow from
a mixed marriage, the chances of the break-up of such a marriage grows from one divorce in every three
such marriages. Despite that, statistics show that the number of mixed marriages is not falling, but is
growing. Presently, five out of ten Catholics marry with non-Catholics; some with a dispensation, others
without a dispensation. This, despite the fact that almost all of the Protestants, Catholics and Jews
advise their young people to contract marriage with someone of their own faith.

|f the matter of mixed marriages presents itself in such a way, you ask, why we, after 18 years
are still living together and appear seemingly happy? Let me tell the truth. My wife is an indulgent, even-
tempered and practical woman. In a mixed marriage, almost the entire weight falls on the back of the
non-Catholic side. How that side reacts depends on the durability or the break-up of the marriage. The
fact that not everyone reacts to laws, demands and obligations is recognized from an examination in
1949 of 4108 marriages which ended by separation or divorce.

Out of these, only 5% or 24 were given to pairs where both partners professed the same faith.
The number rose to 15% where the husband and wife belonged to different Protestant denominations.

In the case of mixed marriages where the husband was Catholic and the wife was Protestant,
the number grew to 20%.

The rest or 59% consisted of those couples who did not admit to any religion or to any faith. This
fact is also worth remembering: “In our case,” the author continued, “our problems began the same day
as our engagement. As a practicing Catholic, | had to receive a dispensation, a church permission, in
order to legally contract a marriage with a non-Catholic. The Church clearly and severely not only
discourages, but forbids mixed marriages. It permits them only in exceptional cases and for serious
reasons.

It was exactly that dispensation which brought about the initial friction and caused the first
storm between us. My fiancée was highly offended at the very thought that anyone could presume that
her convictions and religious practices are neither that deep nor that sincere, nor that important as
those of an average Catholic.
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On the day of our engagement, she was not herself. She walked about nervous, bitter and
greatly irritated. Next, she had to attend the required Catechism instructions in order to learn the duties
of a wife of a Catholic man. She also had to promise that she would not practice any type of birth control
and that she would raises all of their children as Catholics; also that she would not demand other
wedding ceremonies other than the Catholic one.

These demands humiliated her so much that she began to weep and to pity herself. “I feel like a
criminal on probation, on parole, who is being received by society very unwillingly and with repugnance,
under the condition that | will behave.”

Maybe one of the reasons which touched her feelings most painfully was the fact that during
the time of her catechism class, the priest instructor, in speaking to her, used the phrase non-Catholic,
the non-Catholic partner, the non-Catholic side.

After returning from one of these pre-marital instructions, she addressed me with a certain
sneer: “Can’t we use a better, more exact and more real designation? My name is not a Lutheran and |
have the feeling that such a title would hardly please you. Then why use such expressions as non-
Catholic when referring to me. It is all so simple: you are a Catholic and | am a Protestant.”

As concerns the wedding itself, my wife’s parents stubbornly maintained that since they had
agreed upon certain concessions, the Catholic Church should do likewise; therefore they insisted that we
repeat our marriage vows a second time before a Lutheran minister, in the Lutheran church in which my
wife had been baptized. This came to a very bitter exchange of words, almost to a quarrel. Thus, one
more wound was inflicted.

Meanwhile, it was not permitted to celebrate a mixed marriage inside of a church. Therefore,
our wedding took place in the office of the rectory. The office, in this rectory was an old, dark, gloomy
room which looked repugnant and in which there was hardly enough room for us ten people. Not even
one candle or flower. The pastor would not allow it, insisting that this was an office and not a chapel.

Later, my wife said, “Oh, yes, the Catholic Church has every right insisting that the short, dry
government ceremony in the office of a Justice of the Peace or some other government official is not
the proper way of beginning married life. But, now I’'m thinking that the brightly lit office of the Justice
of the Peace would have been more suitable for our marriage ceremony than that gloomy dark room in
that old rectory.”

That wounded me to the quick and really hurt. It would have been useless to explain to my wife
that the Church’s view flows from one of the basic facts, mainly my spiritual welfare. She could have
then rightly answered that her Church is just as interested in her spiritual welfare also.

One must remember that neither her Lutheran Church nor my Catholic Church was forcing us
into this marriage. Both of these churches know perfectly well that in our married life we will meet on
our road of marriage rugged roads and cliffs threatening a stumble and collapse.
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However, blinded by the warmth of our love, we have entered upon this road telling ourselves
that no disagreeableness, no painful accident and no stumbling will meet us. But, one must experience it
in order to be convinced and believe.

Life, affirm those who know is made up of things, happenings and small accidents. Such small
accidents began to happen in our married life. Her parents invited us to their place for a par ty after the
wedding. Her mother knew well that it was Friday and that | am not permitted to eat meat on Friday, yet
she prepared her favorite roast beef. When | politely and delicately refused it, from that moment on |
lost favor with her and became a foreigner.

Not too long after that, we were spending a few weeks at a summer resort. Sunday came. My
parents and | went to church. My wife stayed home alone as though censured by a stigma that she is not
one of us; that she does not belong to us; that she is a stranger to us. “In such moments,” my wife said,
“I begin to doubt your love, and | ask myself whether | have made a mistake in marrying you.”

| am convinced that some people criticize me mercilessly. They will say that it is all my fault, that
one should step aside in matters of less importance. For example — is eating meat on Friday such a heavy
crime? Is it some sort of crime over which one creates some sort of unpleasant scene?

My answer is clear and sincere. In certain instances, in certain circumstances, a Catholic must
show firmness. A Catholic, in an environment of people of other faiths, must be much more careful than
a Catholic surrounded by Catholics. In moments when | yield, | can give scandal to those who are
present, but the indecision and inconstancy of a Catholic partner makes an indelible impression on the
non-Catholic party. That is exactly why the partners in a mixed marriage must remember their duties
prescribed by faith and they must fulfill them scrupulously.

Must the Catholic side strive to convince the non-Catholic side of the authenticity of his beliefs?
Yes! Definitely! Every Catholic should be a missionary of his faith. Finally, neither | nor my wife believe in
order to avoid arguments by rejecting opportunities to defend our religious views.

But in mixed marriages, this is done very easily and in the best and most efficacious manner
through good example. | heard very many nice things that my wife had told others about me. But
perhaps she never said anything more pleasing to me as she did then, when one of our good friends
invited us to his place for a few days of rest, for a so-called week-end.

Since his resort was located at a distance from civilization, turning to me he said: “At least once
in your life you could leave out Sunday Mass.” At that, my wife fired back to him, straight from the hip:
“You probably do not know my husband. He will get to Mass even if he has to swim across the lake.
Since that is not possible, we will not go on that week-end.” And we did not go. It was then that | was
convinced that even though | did not succeed in converting her, | had given her a good example. |
willingly admit that when she is making the Sunday schedule of activities in such a way so that she can
attend services at her Lutheran Church, | feel respect for the Lutherans.




